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right, or less able, he would have been stopped at countless points; but the intense and honest conviction of being right could not make him to be right, and no ability could achieve the impossible.
The whole of his doctrine concerning God is in germ in his definition of God. The first great stage in its development is formed by the attempted proof of the identity of the ideas of God and of substance. The notion of substance defined, as has been mentioned, is the foundation of his definition of God, of his entire theological doctrine, of his whole philosophy. A less solid or secure foundation there could not be. Substance in itself, which is what is defined, is simply what no human mind has ever apprehended or can apprehend. Every attempt to define substance in itself, or to reason on it, must be repelled as a violation of the laws of human thought, of the essential limitations of human knowledge. Spinozism is a system founded on this error. Spinoza had the firmest conviction that he had a clear, distinct, and true idea of substance in itself, that he might safely trust his fortunes to it, and that all that he could infer from it by strict logic would be eternal verities, certain as anything in Euclid, far more certain than mere experience and sense. He proceeded accordingly to demonstrate, as he supposed, such propositions concerning it as that substance is prior in nature to its accidents ; that two substances having dif-